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A tick might easily fall from one animal and crawl over the litter to another nearby sheep. The shepherd may carry ticks on his clothing.
How ticks injure sheep
Ticks seldom, if ever, cause the death of sheep. They do most of their damage by sucking blood or chewing the skin or wool. The tickling or itching sensation caused when the ticks bite or puncture the skin irritates and annoys the animal so much that it scratches and rubs continually. The wool becomes matted, the appetite of the animal is reduced, and if the ticks are very numerous, the sheep becomes unthrifty and develops slowly. Often sheep are so busy resisting the attacks of the ticks that much time that might well be spent eating is wasted. The ticks are easily recognized when the wool is parted. The value of the wool is reduced because of its matted and dirty condition.
How to rid sheep of ticks
While it is not especially difficult to rid sheep of ticks, it is a real problem to keep them free, as ticks are so readily carried to the clean flock by the caretaker and by animals purchased from an infested flock.
Dipping is by far the best method for tick eradication. Sheep dips are numerous and mostly reliable if the directions of the manufacturer are closely observed. Many of the commercial dips are coal-tar solutions and are sold under a variety of trade names. It is always necessary to dip the flock twice, about twenty-four days apart. The arsenic dips should never be used for this purpose, because they are dangerous to man and animals alike when applied carelessly. It is needless to say that dipping should not be practiced during cold weather.
If the ticks become very troublesome in the winter, dusting powders may be tried. The owner of the flock is warned that this method is very laborious and time-consuming and is practical in small flocks only. It usually takes about ten